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ORGANIZATION OVERVIEW 
 
 

Established in 1989, the Chrysalis Foundation works to ensure that girls and women in Greater 
Des Moines have the resources, support, and opportunities they need to be successful and 
independent.  
 
As a public charity, Chrysalis operating expenses are funded by a permanent endowment, 
allowing 100% of community support to be returned to community agencies and organizations 
serving the needs and concerns of girls and women. Chrysalis is a member of the Women’s 
Funding Network, an international association of over 130 women’s funds across the globe. 
 
The Chrysalis mission is to invest in the safety, security, education, and economic empowerment 
of girls and women in our community. We do this in partnership with agencies and services in 
Polk, Warren, and Dallas Counties through grants, community education, and donor support. 
Chrysalis invests funds raised in 3 key areas: 
 
Chrysalis Community Grants:  Annually awards funding, emergency support, training, and 
professional development to partner agencies focused on the Chrysalis mission. 
 Community Partner Grants - annual operating awards up to $7,500 
 Rapid Response Grants - up to $500 available twice annually for agency emergency needs 
 Client Emergency Funds – provided to Community Partner recipients for client needs 
 COVID-19 Emergency Grants – special circumstance funds during pandemic 
 
Chrysalis After-School:  Serving over 800 girls in 5th through 12th grade, Chrysalis programs are 
funded in 30 Des Moines area schools each year. Programming has been provided at no charge to 
participants since its creation in 1998 and continued virtually despite pandemic closures. 
 Chrysalis After-School – elementary and middle school sites throughout metro Des Moines 
 GirlPower – high school peer mentoring program proving leadership for after-school sites 
 
Chrysalis Scholars:  College scholarships support higher education for young women who have 
participated in Chrysalis After-School programs; over 240 scholarships have been awarded since 
the program began in 2014.  
 
Chrysalis provides additional ways to learn, share, network, and advocate for girls and 
women through the Women’s Alliance, a collaboration of grant partners, stakeholders, and 
nonprofit organizations working with Chrysalis on common issues, education, and advocacy. 
 
The INSPIRED Event and Chrysalis Conversations are among the foundation’s annual events to 
raise funds and awareness about issues and concerns of women and girls. Each event features a 
prominent speaker whose life and experiences offer insight and education. 
 

Chrysalis is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, IRS tax identification number 42-1337635. 


